REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
it Those curious In such historic parallels may
find a striking analogy between those early
Parliaments of Abd-ul-Hamid and those of our
own Charles L Making the necessary allowance
for the different views of royal prerogative, the
attitude which was taken towards the representa-
tives of the people by Abd-ul-Hamid and his
creature, Ahmed Vefik, President of the Chamber,
was precisely that which brought about the
downfall and execution of Charles and Strafford.
Charles endeavoured to arrest five of the mem-
bers who had incurred the royal displeasure
by their independence in the House. Abd-ul-
Hamid, happier in his generation, seized and
banished ten members of his second Parliament,
who had declined his command to withdraw to
their constituencies. The Near East was in those
days a congenial field for such procedure, and
whereas the English king was first an outcast in
his own realm, and eventually came to the block*
the Turkish Sultan embarked on a period of
thirty years of absolutism. In this tolerance of
tyranny, indeed, the Turkish nation was hope-
lessly retrograde, for Ibrahim L, a contemporary
of Charles, met his death just a year earlier at
the hands of the public executioner because he
had misgoverned his people.
It is not proposed to give any detailed account
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